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"Chilling... To Hell and Back should be required reading in every chancellery, every editorial cockpit
and every place where peevish Euroskeptics do their thinking…. Kershaw documents each and every
‘ism’ of his analysis with extraordinary detail and passionate humanism."—The New York Times Book
Review

The Penguin History of Europe series reaches the twentieth century with acclaimed scholar Ian
Kershaw’s long-anticipated analysis of the pivotal years of World War I and World War II.
 
The European catastrophe, the long continuous period from 1914 to 1949, was unprecedented in
human history—an extraordinarily dramatic, often traumatic, and endlessly fascinating period of
upheaval and transformation. This new volume in the Penguin History of Europe series offers
comprehensive coverage of this tumultuous era. Beginning with the outbreak of World War I through
the rise of Hitler and the aftermath of the Second World War, award-winning British historian Ian
Kershaw combines his characteristic original scholarship and gripping prose as he profiles the key
decision makers and the violent shocks of war as they affected the entire European continent and
radically altered the course of European history. Kershaw identifies four major causes for this
catastrophe: an explosion of ethnic-racist nationalism, bitter and irreconcilable demands for
territorial revisionism, acute class conflict given concrete focus through the Bolshevik Revolution, and
a protracted crisis of capitalism.
 
Incisive, brilliantly written, and filled with penetrating insights, To Hell and Back offers an
indispensable study of a period in European history whose effects are still being felt today. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Link:

The book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking))? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949
(Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Laura Dupont:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving To Hell and Back: Europe
1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick To Hell and Back: Europe
1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) become your starter.

Liliana Stevens:

This To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Donald Warren:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)) we



can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
time book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (Penguin History of Europe (Viking)). You can more
pleasing than now.
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